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Julius Ceaser by William Shakespeare
The play Julius Ceaser by William Shakespeare is a great play about human character and politics, and the play was performed in a way that makes the events parallel to the political shifts that have existed in England. It is staged in a theatre made to resemble ancient Rome, and it brings the idea of how Rome had been without a ruler for a long time only depending on specifically selected officials. The play is about the assassination of Julius Ceaser and what happened afterward. Shana Cooper’s production brings a fresh eye to this play. The play starts with the tribunes Flavius and Marullus drive people off the streets as the people celebrate the return of Ceaser from war following his victory. Ceaser’s friend mark Antony takes part. Other senators are suspicious of the power Ceaser holds, and they fear he will accept to become emperor, on the other hand, Cassius is jealous because he is also a successful general.
Brutus has a more general and balanced view of power, and so Cassius and his allies pay a visit to Brutus to convince him to adopt their perspective as they plan Ceaser’s death and even though this troubles Brutus he does not open up to Portia, his devoted wife. As the play progresses on the 15 days of March Ceaser is urged by the wife, Calphurnia not to go to the Senate on fears that he will be murdered. True to the wife’s fears, Ceaser is killed by stubbing. Afterward against Cassius’s wish, Brutus allows Antony to address Rome on the death of Ceaser, and the speech of Antony stirs up the people to rioting and the conspirators are forced to flee from the city. (Anderson, 2017) Back in Rome Antony joins Ceaser nephew Octavius and together with Lepidus prepare the forces for war while the conspirators gather forces to fight the army led by Mark Antony. Eventually Antony wins the battle and Cassius gets his servant to assist him get a quick death after which Brutus commits suicide on realizing that Cassius is dead. He views it as the honorable thing to do, and Antony ends up praising Brutus as the noblest Roman of them all ordering a formal funeral for him.	 
The play ends with Mark Antony and Octavius returning to rule in Rome. A ponderous treatment of death and violence runs throughout the play with most characters portraying a picture of Rome. Most of their fights seem to be more than just about political and interpersonal strife as they appear driven by violence. The play has highly choreographed battle scenes, and this is the most notable aspect of the play. The lighting brings a picture of a prosperous Rome with characters having different costumes suited for different scenes such as battle or the senate and the props such as the knife used when Ceaser is stubbed to death have been thoughtfully created to give the audience a remarkable experience. The characters are of different ethnic backgrounds and color.
The characters are distinct in their roles giving the audience a good understanding of the flow of the play, and I think credit should be given to the directors of the play for they allowed the characters to be their best while still expressing various qualities in the characters they represent. The play is both entertaining and informative, and I would rate it at 9 out of 10 because it captured the main ideas that make the play significant. I would recommend the play to students who intend to learn about the story of Julius Ceaser as well as anyone interested in understanding the political aspect of ancient Rome among other things






[bookmark: _GoBack]References
Anderson, S. (2017). Review of Shakespeare's Julius Caesar (directed by Robert Hastie for Sheffield Theatres) at the Crucible, 31 May 2017. Shakespeare, 13(4), 353-355.

Running head: JULIUS CEASER


 


 


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Julius Ceaser


 


Name of Student


 


Institutional Affiliation


 


Date


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




Running head: JULIUS CEASER     1               Julius Ceaser   Name of Student   Institutional Affiliation   Date                      

